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INTERNATIONAL BALTIG SEA GHOIR GOMPETITION




March 6, 2017
This autumn the 2nd International Baltic Sea Choir Competition will take place in Latvia. A brand new composition will be written by Ēriks Ešenvalds specially for this event.

This autumn, September 22-24 the International Baltic Sea Choir Competition will for the second time gather hundreds of choir singers from all around the world in the beautiful city of Jurmala to once again confirm that Latvia - the land that sings, is the perfect place where high quality amateur choirs can meet, compete and share their love for music. The venue of the competition traditionally will be the Small Hall of Dzintari Concert Hall in Jurmala that is famed for its' splendid acoustics and is particularly suited for choir performances. The victor and the Grand Prix winner of the 1st International Baltic Choir Competition in 2016 was the mixed choir SÕLA from Latvian Academy of Culture (conductor Kaspars Ādamsons).
"The first year of the competition was successful and strengthened the confidence that this kind of event has a huge potential. Our ambition is to become one of the main destination for the best amateur choirs in the region of the Baltic Sea, making participation in this competition a sign of prestige and quality for any choir and carrying the name of Jurmala and Latvia out into the world," says the artistic director and author of the competition, conductor Jānis Ozols.  
Applications for participation in the competition are being accepted until March 20. After this deadline the artistic committee of the festival will evaluate the applicants and 15 choirs (16-49 singers in each collective) will be nominated to take part in the Grand Prix competition. Competition will last for 3 days gathering all the participants in the Opening concert Friday night and offering the competition part on Saturday and Sunday in two categories. Sunday will also be the day of the Grand Prix final competition, concluding in a Closing concert and ceremony with the special guests - a cappella singing stars - vocal group Framest. 

"Establishing this choir competition is a great incentive and stimulus for the choirs in Latvia to strive for new accomplishments and an opportunity for the choirs from other countries to become acquainted with our land, our people and culture. This initiative not only provides the opportunity for the choirs to evolve and gain valuable experience, but also encourages the communication and sense of togetherness among the countries," emphasize the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Latvia Dace Melbārde.
The choirs will be judged by an international professional jury and the author of the Compulsory peace is the worldwide renowned Latvian composer Ēriks Ešenvalds. Three choirs with the highest results will receive monetary rewards (GRAND PRIX - 3500 Euros and a custom-made winner’s cup, 2nd place - 2000 Euros, 3rd place - 1000 Euros), a prize for the Best Conductor (500 Euros) and a prize for the Best interpretation of the Compulsory piece (250 Euros).
In the appendix please find photos from the competition and an electronic informative brochure.
Application form for the competition and information: www.balticchoir.com
Facebook: InternationalBalticSeaChoirCompetition
YouTube: IBSCC | International Baltic Sea Choir Competition
Santa Pētersone,

Project Manager of the International Baltic Sea Choir Competition

E-mail: santa.petersone@balticchoir.com
+371 28662771
